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?FTER the battle of
| Belmont and the
| ahandonment of that
encampment by the
rebels and the change
| of the Confedernte [
N\plan of operations, |
Gen. Grant became |
satisfied thst the pro-
posed campaigzn from
Cairo into the enemy’s
country must be by a
new route.

Knowing it would

require wecks to or-
ganize and perfectly
e-(lu:.p an army for
such an expedition, be
took rooms in the o1d St Charles Hotel, sent
for Mrs, Grapt and bis ebildren, and delib-
erztely went to work at the herculean task
before him.

This botel was the best in Cairo,and yet one
of the most uncomfortable, horsibie places
one could well imagine. It was & wooden
struciure, bailt on stilts over a cellar full of
seip water; infested with rats and every
gpecies of vermin overcrowded with guests
of 21l grades and conditions. The innumer-
sbile, dirty refapee negro servants ostensibly
employed in the hotel to serve the patrons
of it were so npsightly asd untidy and ig-
morant that their presence was simply revolt-
ing. And yet Gen.and Mrs. Grant heroically
“endured what could not be cured,” while |
be worked away day and night concentrating |
aud orpanizing his troops, securing trans-
portation to bring them to Cairo, and pro-

*vidisg guartess for the infaniry, cavalry and |
sriilicry afler they arrived.
POOE AEMS,

The soldiers of his command at Cairo and
Padocal were, many of them, armed with
very poor Lelgian muckets; and while Grant
had imyplicit eonfidence in the bravery of the 'I
wen, be knew the life and temper of the |
enemy be had to meet, and wanted the best |
ar:os within the power of the Government |
to supply. He urged upon the Department
at Washington the importance of haviag his
mwen able tocompete with the skilled marks- |
men of the Sonth, but with liftle sucocss.
The Army of the Potomac was 100 near the
base of supplics to let the best arms go by
them to the Army of the West till they had
been supplied.

Gen. Grant was impstient to move. He

ized the importance of & rapid execution
of kis plans and the necessity for getling the
prestive army under him on the enemy's
ground and in active service. They wouid
pever brook the long delays that had at-
tended the Army of the Potomae, Their
epirit was such that what was to be dene
“ it were better il were done guickly” Col.
Logan apd Col, P. B. Fouke were both still |
Members of Congress, never having resigued
their seats, though both had been in camp
with their regiments since Aungust of that |
year, and boih hai taken part in the battle
of Belmont. Mr. Lincoln had desired not to |
waoete their sexts (il the excitement over
the fisi preparations for snppression of the |
pebellion bad died away, and the people |
eould be depended upon to send loyal wmen |
in their plaves. Graut sent for both Logan |
aud Fouke and told them of his solicitude,
and Sovnd they

WEZE EQUALLY ANXIOUS

sboot the matter, It was agreed that they
thould both take o leave of absence and go |
to Washington and take their seats tempo-
rarily, st Jeast and see if they could not have
enough infoence 1o secure what seemed
bopeless without some one on the ground to
urge the mutrer. Afler being assured that |
the move would not be made without giving
them time to reach Cairo to go in command
of their regiment+, Cols. Logan and Fouke |
et Cairo Dec. 15, 1861, for \‘.'“ﬁ};.ngi_q,n - Col.
Logao going via Springfield to confer with
Gov. Yates, the gallaut war Governor of I1li-
Bois, to secure his potent influence to aid
them in their efforts. Col. Logan having |
been in the battle of Bull Ras while attend-
ing the called session of Congress early in
that yeur, he had attracted wany friends to |
bis support, and won the coufidence and
apecial interest of the Governor and Presi-
dent Lincoln, both of whom were disposed
to grant his every request. He also knew
Becretary Cameron and Hon. Edwin A
Biauton, whom rumor said would be Mr.
Cameron's successor a8 Secretury of War.,

Arriving iu Washingion they found every-
thing glovwy, and President Lincoln much
depressed over the accamulsting difficulties
thut beset him. Buot he extended a cordial

| sight of the arms il they were actually en |
ronte. Whea they finally succeeded Col.

| with the officers of that branch of the serv-

| steamers that plied up and down these rivers

| few windows that conild be shut down

, considered
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Logan returged to Washington to c¢lose up
his affairs and resign his seat in the House
of Represeninfives, that he might join his
regiment before it should move. On the 141h |
of Janunary, 1862, Secretary Cameron retired
from the War Department, and Edwin M.

TaE CONFEREXCE.
Stanton, late Attorney-General under Ba-

chanan, was made Secretary of War. Col.
Logan called upon him 2s an old friend,
urged his personal consideration of the
Western army, aud received from him the
most earnest assurance of friendship and
support. Col. Logan then returned to Cairo
much encouraged and full of hope for the
futare,

THE GUXBOATS.

Meanwhile Grant was still busy concen-
trating, equipping, drilling and thoroughly
organizing for the most important move that
had so far beea mwade in the West. Nosuoch
undertaking eould be thought of from Caire,
without ample assistince from the naval
resources. He was in daily consultation

ice, who were reudy to co-operate most
heartily with all the vessels at their com- |
mand. These boats were novel gpecimens in
the line of marine eraft, The shallow West-
ern waters were destined to float a navy
peculiarly adapted to their mercurial rise
and full. Col. Ellett, an Engineer of real
genius, had conceived and induced the Gov-
ernment to demonstrate the idea that the

before the war could be converted into

formidable “ men-of-war,” by changing them | B
| from floating palaces into irenclad steamers,

by the simple process of sheeting them over
with iron plate whbich closed in the guards,
leaving only portholes for the guns, and a

tightly when necessary. They were queer-
loocking craft being very broad an un-
wicldy. They bore little resemblance to
their original appearance of gaily-decked,
airy stesmers, painted white, and resplendent
as the famous Floating Palace in decoration
and appointment. They could now be really
“monsters” without drawing |
very heavily upon the imagination; and
very dull and somber ones, with their iron
plating and iron-colored paint, with every
trace of grace and beauty removed. The
exigencies of the times demanded a surren-
der of everything to
THE NECESSITIES OF WAR,
snd these hoats proved most valoable acqui-
sitions to the resonrces of the army.
All Winter the boats were busy reconnoi-

of the press s to the position of the Senth-
ern forces and trying to divine the probable
route Gran{ had taken.
THE SEVERITY OF THE WINTER

of 1861-2 was something frightful. It
seemed the very elements wereat war, Such
storius of rain, snow and ice came down as
were never remembered to have fallen be-
fore. Every stream, bayou snd swamp was
overflowing with water or was crusted over
with ice and snow. From the very day of
the embarkation of the troops the storm
continuned with increased severity. For-
tunately, the people had not long to wait
to know that the boats went up the Tennes-
see River. The objective point could be none
other than Fort Henry. This to the unini-
tiated in sieges, fortifications and attacks
upon them, seemed a hazardous affair.
Breathlessly they waited for the first news.

After going as high up that river as they
dared and keep out of the range of the guns,
the transports came back to Pacudah to gath-
er up every available soldier, as Gen. Grant
knew he wonld need them all in the near
future. From them it was learned that the
troops had been landed almost within range
of the gunsof Forts Heinman and Henry, and
that the gunboats were preparing to attack
them. The night of Feb. 5 the most awfal
storm prevailed all over that region of coun-
try. Not a wink did we sleep. Everybody
was tremulous with anxiety for the safety of
the army in that country, already almost
inundated. They managed, however, to
weather it in all its fury, and the fleet in
the early morning took position and began
the bombardment. The army tried toen-
compass the enemy by land, but before it
could get round the impassable swamps and
swollen streams the gunboats bad silenced
the guns in the forts, Tighlman had hoisted
the white flug, and Fort Henry was ours,
Heinman had been evacuated before onr
troops conld reach that fort. Quickly the
news flew over the whele country, and the
Western navy and Gen. Grant received the
thanks and praises of every loyal heart from
Maine to California,

THE STAR OF VICTORY

scemed now to have dawned in the West,
and glad hearts hailed its ascendancy. While
the casualtics were comparatively small,
still the deadly cannon-balls did not all fall
short of their mark, and one came crashing
through the bulkhead into the boiler of the
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WESTERN GUNEOAT.
Essex. Commander Porter was badly scald-
ed, Lieut. Brittain was killed, and a number l
of soldiers and crew were scalded and
wounded, some of them fatally.

Every man in this expedition had friends
in Southern Illinois, and the shock of the

death of the few and the wounding of others
brought grief into every bousehold, The |
firat intelligence of the sttack and capture |
of Fort Henry hurried hundreds back to
Cziro to learn the fute of their friends, and
could transportation have been obtained the
civilian army that had so tried Grant and

tering up and down the river, convoying the
transports, shelling the shores where there
was Lhe least guspicion of a lurking guerrilla

or a hiding foe, and effectually holding the 1

rebel steamers at bay under the protection
of their guns &t Columbus, There were few
sailors Lo man these vessels, the men being
usually detailed from the army for service
on the boats whenever they were likely to
be in action or ready for an expedition.
Each vessel, however, was commanded by
officers of the navy.

Grant had been urging upon Gen. Halleck
at St, Jouis the feasibility and importance
of destroying the rebel fortificatious on the
Tennessee and Comberland Rivers, and
thereby open up sll that country, cripple
the Confederates occupying the Departiment
under Gen. Albert Sidoey Johnston, allow
Grant’s army to moveon Corinth, and finally
to Memphis and Vicksburg, and thus effectu-
ally break the backbone of the Confederacy.
EBuat Gen. Halleck was so indifferent to his
appeals for orders o undertake the execn-
tion of the plan that

MUCH VALUABLE TIME WAS LOST,
And although Graut made a personal visit
to Halleck at St Lonis, no orders eame; in

, fact, roarcely courteons consideration had

been accorded Grant till Gen. C. F. Swith
and Commodore Foote, then in command of
the naval flotilla, joined Grant in appesls to
Hulleck. The storms of January had been

- very severe; the ocenpation of almost-sub-
| merged Cairo by so many troops and the

rapidly-iscreasing unhealthy condition of
the srmy made Halleck's tardiness exasper-
ating in the extreme,

At last, in reply to the solicitation of
Grant, Smith and Foote, orders came, and
the following day—¥eb, 2—they embarked,
the gunboats leading the flotilla of traus-
ports and guarding ileir rear.

THE LAST VIEW.

After the last bout bad steamed up the
Obio River toward Padacab, aud bad been
walched from the levee by many tearful
eyes 1ll even the curling smoke could no
longer be seen issuing above the leafless

greeting to them  expressing an earnest de-
sire that their request for good arms should
be complied with at the earliest possilie |
moment. He was willing to gid them all in |
bis power. Jt was arranged that Cols. Lo-
gan and Fouke shounld go to New York in
person, armed with the iudorsement of Mr,
Lincoln, and see if they could not expedite
matters by urging upon the contractors the
importanee of the riguisition. Jan. 2 they
weut 10 New York and spent maoy days se-
curing a fulfillment of their orders and the

trees that lined the river shores, many and

| anxious hearts furned away to find their

cheerless und desolate homes, to wait and
pray for news from the advancing army. It
was en ronte for the encmy’s country, and
very few had the slightest intimation of the
point for which they were destined. They
only kuew ere they should see them again
they would have passed through all the
trials, hardships and experiences incident to
the life of soldiers. Eagerly they studied
the geograpby of Kentucky, Tennessee apd

shipmeut of the guns. They feared 10 lose

the Scuthern States, comparing the reports

| which are inclosed.—Co, C, 3d Wis, Cav., Ashiland,

the officers of his command while they were
in rendezvons at Cairo, wonld have appeared
agein upon the scene after the fall of Fort
Heonry.
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THE BOTTOM OF THE
SEA.

THAT HOLI IM

Epivor NaTioxAL Trisuse: Please say to those
Y woisy comrades 7 that here are some directious
for filling up that **hole in the botlom of the sen'’

1 _—
There's a hole in the bottom of the ses,
And ity been down there long enough ;
To the front, all ye brave boys in blue,
And that wonderful cavity stuff.
Chorus.
There's a hole, there's a hole,
There's s hole in the bottom of the sen;
There'sa hole, there's a hole,
There's a Liole in the bottomw of the sea,

In that hole in the bottom of the sen,
Fui the soldier-hating press of the land;
T will be giving to them thelr just due,
For abusiug u brave-hearted band.
Chorus.

There's & hole in the botlom of the sen,
Put the tarifl tinkers in there, too:
But the surplus just lenve on Lhe eartly,
To divide ‘'mongst the brave boys in blue,
Choruas,

There's a hole in the bottom of the sea,

The freetraders will soon find it out ;

For the bondholders Lthere yvet s oo,

It will hold everyone without doubt,
Thorus,

There's a hale In the bottom of Lhe sea,
And they neecd not s fan under there;
They'll yot sulfer from blizzard and cold,
Lske old soldiers on earlth everywhere,
Choruws.

From that hole in the bottom of the sea
Comes i wall Hke 10 this, T ween,
Colfee-cooler, bounly-jumper, we beg
One cool drink from that good old eanteen,
Chorus,

—

Scarcity of Blondes, |
[ Mai! and Express.)

In the coorse of 15 minutes’ walk on Broad-
way the other day, I counted 200 women, young
and old, with hair rangicg from a medium
brown to the darkershades which «!] but artists
call black., Only 13 women were passed who
were of the pronoanced blonde order. Three
of these were of the reddish classes, aud the
hair of two had apparently been bleached, At
the theater the same evening, of 50 women
within easy range, six had fair skins, blue eyes
and light hair, They sat surrounded by a bevy
of dark women, who gave its prevailing tone
to the complexion of the house. Interest in
the results observed Jed next morning to a pub-
lie scliool. Oue class of 80 girls had eight
blondes to 72 average browns and bronets.
Another of 65 had 16 fair-baired pupils to 55
standard brown heads and darker. In a third
class the proportions were seven light to 50
muddy and dark. The statement wmay be
hazarded that not above eight or ten per cent,
of New York women are blondes. Among men
the proportion of bloudes seems to be a trifle
larger than among women, Inboth sexes, how-
ever, in spite of thestrong infusion of Teutonie
blood, the dark cowplexion domioutes, If you
don't believe it, muke some observations when

¥you go into a public place and see,

fi Boy opy

in Dixie.

Service Under l—I;e—Smw of the Hang-
man's Noose,

—_—-—

AT ARMY HEADQUARTERS

Men and Secenes Around the

Commander-in-Chief.

—_— -

GEN. A. E. BURNSIDE,

—_——

Another Scheme to Enter the

Rebel Lines.

-

[cOPYHIGHT, 1857.)

N

p’ﬂ SHOULD have ex-

plained that the time
I reachied Fredericks-
burg with the detach-
ment of recruits for
our regiment, was im-
mediately after Burn-
side’s unfortunate bat-
tle, It seemed to be
my destiny always to
have been prevented
from getting into the
town at the right
time. Dauring the short intervals that our
army was in possession, I was ealled by the
nature of my duties to other points. It was
only a day or two after Barnside had with-
drawn his defeated Army of the Potomac
from the old town that I rode down to the
Lacey House,

With what exalted feelings I should have
rushed over one of those pontoon bridges
and charged up the efreets to Geno’s house,
if I had been there at thé right time, may
be imagined. The anxiety and eagerness
with which she must have looked for me
among the first of the invaders I must leave
to the imagination o1 fancy of the romantie-
ally-disposed young !ady readers who may
be following this narrative.

Captain Wells's hopae being located close
by the river bank near the point at which
one of the pontoons < zs laid down, I have

no doubt that its reof sheltered some of |

Barksdale's 511.-,!‘1::-'-%3'-':.‘.-.'&, who so foreibly

| resisted this work of the Engineer battalion.

Threse men, as we all know, were con-
cealed in the houses, a8 well as behind the
chimneys on the tops of the honses, and from
these safe places were able to direct a deadly
fire on the pontoon men, who were obliged
to work in wass on the shore, and thuos be-
came an easy target for their murderous
bullets.

No severe was this punishment and so sne-
cessful in ifs purpose to prevent our force
making tha crossing, that our officers be-
came almost frenzied at the glanghter, and
in sheer anger bombarded the town. This
act has been wuch eriticized by the South-
ern historians, but wae strict military neces-
sity. Iam not going te attemptl any military
criticismn, but in this connvection I may be
permitted to express a humble opinion that
our officers were right, althongh'at the time
it oecurred my Geno was in the town, and,
a8 I Jearned subsequently, the family passed
the time in the cellar—one shell going
through their parlor,

I had probably ss much at heart and as
dear a personal interest at stake as any of
the Southern soldiers, yet if they had
burned the town, I should say that, under
the circumstances, it would have been right.

It was probably this contemplated move-
ment of the army that was the canse of our
detachment or sguadson of recruits being so
hastily ordered away from Washington.

That we did not get down there in time
to take part was my personal misfortune,
and has been one of the lastinle regrets of
my lifetime. During the bombardment we
were leisurely marching down the Mary-
land Peninsula, or spending the time in fer-
rying our horses over the broad Potomac at
Aquia Creek,

When we joined Eurnside we found that
our regiment, the 2d Regular Cav., was aet-
ing as Provest-Guard, one company doing
duty as a headquarters or body-guard,

This took me personally right into the big
family at the Avmy of the Potomac head-
quarters, I was delighied at this prospect.
I realized that I should henceforth be privi-
leged to enjoy riding a good horse in the
cavaleade that always dashed along in the
wake of headguarters. In addition to this,
I should personally have the apportunity to
rub against the hegdguarters men, which
would also give me the fucilities for know-
ing pretty nearly whas was going on in ad-
vance of the other boys, There were other
agreeable advantages i being at headyuar-
ters, as any old soldier who is not eranky
with envy will réadily admit.

One of these, which I appreciated very
much indved, was that atter I becime a fancy
Orderly, and stood groend with clean clothes
on and wore white gloves, I enjoyed also the
very best of rations, -

I became familiar with the Surgeon’s Hos-
pital Steward, who haippened to be from my
native city, so we messed together. It
therefore became ore of the privileges at
headquarters, especially with the Hospital
Steward, to draw rations from the hospital
stores, which was ar. immense thing while
in the front. I don’t mean the sick rations
of rice, soup, ete., but the good, nourishing
things that are alwazs reserved for the poor
sick fellows. We gol plenty of tea and rice,
to be eure,—s0 much indeed that I have
soured on it ever since, and never take tea
except when 1 am s¢ sickthat I ean’t bear
the smell of coffee. As for rice, I am fond of
it. Asthe Colonel said, “I likerice very much
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indeed if it is properly cooked—that is,
about a quart of cream and milk, a pound of
butter, and some eggs and sugar and nut-
meg and all the other things nieely stirred
up and baked—and, oh, yes, I forget; abont a
half teaspoonful of rice may be added.”

The Steward’s name was Fulton—Johnny
Fulton, formerly of Fahnestock’s great
drug house in Pittsburg.

It became the duty of the Surgeons to in-

Rusu's “TuvrKEY-DRIVERS."”

spect the boxes before they would admit
their contents into the hospitals, hecanse,
you know, they often contained articles of
food prepared and sent by kind friends
at home that might have been as fatal to
the sick soldiers if they had been allowed to
eat them as would have been the rebel bul-
lets. For instance, all swect cakes, raisins,
nuts apples and other fruits were sure death
for those tronbled with the great army epi-
demie, dysentery. Pickles, as well as the
i innumerable sorts of canned stufls, became
confiscated as too dangerons to let pass, so
| that we had to eat them up in self-defense,
There was scarcely ever a box opened that
did not contain a bottle of something con-
| truband—some old whisky. These the Sur-
| geons usually took care of.

I know that some of the hoys even now
will be ready to swear at the headguarters
“dog-robber.” TI've been called that so
often, and hecame so accustomed to it and
“loblally boy,” that it had no effect. We
went straight along, having as good a time
as we conld, wore the best clothes and rode
fast horses, and when we were not doing
anything else on Sundays, we would be out
somewhere horse racing.

There were, of course, some disagreealls
things about headquarters too, and we of
the Regnlars had a standing fight with a lot
of favey boys who came down from Phila-
| delphia that year. They were Rush’s Lan-
cers, As some of tho Western soidiers L 2
pever scen this sort of a soldier, I shall de-
seribe him as o Zoo-Zoo on a horse—that is,
he wore a fancy Zouave uniforex of many
colors and carried a pole about 15 or 20 feet
long in a socket in his stirrup. On the end
of the pole was a sharp spear or lance, and a
few inches from the end of the lance a little
red silk flag flattered. They were an aw-
fally nice-looking set of fellows on parade.
A thousand of them made about as dashing
a show as can be imagined when galloping
slong in line or column.

It was expected that these long pales with
the sharp spears on the ends wounld be just
the thing to charge on an ¢énemy,

I have often heard the owners explain
just how they were going to do it when they
should get a chance at the enemy, The
custom or style had been imported from
Euarope, but somehow it didn't take well in
the Army of the Potomae. The boys called
them * turkey-drivers,” probably because of
the red patch on the end of the pole.

For a time they were at headquarters as a
brilliant, fancy-looking attachment to the
staff'; but every time we would go out with
the turkey-drivers the “dobhoys,” or infantry,
would yell and gobble at them in such a
ridienlons way that they had to be sup-
pressed, I have heard ss many as 10,000 men
in the camps in the woods gobble at the
turkey-drivers, as if it were droves of wild
turkeys, every time the lancers would ride
along.

We of the Regular eavalry at headquar-
ters were, of course, pleased to witness the
frequent
DISCOMPITURE OF THE TURKEY-DRIVERS,
probably because we were a little bit jealons
of them and feared that their bright, dash-
ing appearance might give them & prefer-
ence over us as the headquarters favorites.

Pretty soon they, like the Zouaves,
changed their uniform to the old blue blouse,
and threw away their long sticks for the
noisy saber.

Althongh we had some fun amongst onr-
selves at headquarters, yet about that time—
Christmas and January, 1862-63—were the
dark days of the war. Scemingly, everything
had gone wrong with the Army of the Poto-
mac:. Burnside had left some of the hest blood
of the long-suflering old army on the frozen
ground over the river; the hospitals were
filled with the sick and wounded who conld
not safely be transported North ; and, to my
intense disgust, it seemed (o me that I never
rode out any place, or made & visit to my
friends in other regiments, that I did not
run into one of those professional embalm-
ers or packers who would be engaged at
one of their ugly jobs. The weather was
cold, and thiese men went abount their work
as indifferently as we often see the dead beef
and hogs handled in market.

One of the saddest duties to which we at
headquarters were subjected at times was
the piloting of visitors, who eame down from
Washington with passesand reported first at
headquarters, to the regimental or brigade
hospitals in which their wounded or gick
were to be found. Generally the visitor
would be an old father, perhaps a farmer,
sent by the mother to tuke home a sick or
maybe a dead son.

We were camped on the side of the hill
on the top of which was the large mansion
house then occupied by Burnside and staff.
My memory is not reliable as to names, but
I think it was called the Phillips House;
anyway, it was afine, large house, with all

the usual surroundings of a Virginia man-

gion of those deye. There were negro gquar-
ters, smokehcuse, icehouse, stables, ete
These were filled up with the innumerable
crowd that are always abont headquarters,

Our command was in camp in Sibley tents I
on the hillside or in the orcharid, almaost

within call of the honse. It was my daily
habit when pot otherwise engaged, (and I
had the liberty of the camp,) to loaf around
the porch of this house. Some way there
seemed to he a sirange fascination in the
general officer’s appcarance, and I took great
delight in wafchivg bis every movement
and in listening to the talk of the big offi-
cers on the stafl

There was always something going on at
headqnarters. Either Gen. Franklin, or the
old, almost feeble looking but grand E. V.,
Sumner, or Couch would be there as visitors,
and before they would leave probably other
corps commanders in the nnilorm of Major-
Generals, with swords, and followed by their
stafls, would dash vy to the fence, dismount,
and strut in, their swords rattling en the
frozen ground and ceverberating in the big
hallway.

I saw Burnside every day and several
times aday. Whatever may be the judgment
as to his generuichip, there can be but one
opinion .= to his handsome appearance and
his conrteous manner. I became a personal
Orderly to the General, aud bear my cheer-
ful testimony that he was

ALWAYS COURTEOUS AND KIND,
and most tender-hearted and thoughtfal of
the weltare of the boys in the ranks.

It was my privilege to have seen him fre-
quently when alone during the dark, dreary
days that followed his terrible disaster. I
have ofien since thounght that his mind be-
came affected by his great trouble. He
would de some of the gueerest things; as, for
instance, one evening he came out into the
back part of the house, where I happened to
be at the time in company with & chom,
there being no one else near. He, in his
bare head, coolly walked up to uas. We, of
course, jumped to our feet, saluted and
properly stood at sttention, expecting that
he would pass on, but instead he stopped,
and, with a peealiar little laugh, said ia
words that I do not now reesllect, but in ef-
fect it was—> Tell them it's all right.” Then,
as if suddenly recovering conscionsness,
probably at oor stupidity in staring at him,
he turned abruptly away, saying hurriedly :
“Never mind. never mind”

My companion, being ¢lder and more ex-
perienced thau I, probably felt it his duty to
whisper to me as he touched my arm,
“Come; don’t stare so. Don’t you see the
f0ld Man'is full 27

I helievad st the time and for a long time
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| afier 19 my companion was right. but in the

Light of snbsequent events, and coupled with
gsome other singular things that it was my
privilege to witness in the few days that fol-
lowed, I am reluctantly inelined to believe
that Gen. Burnside was ecrazed by his
defeat, and that he had not recovered the
possession of his faculties when he planned
the “Mud Campuign.”

But, to better explain my reasons for en-
tertaining this view, I will explain that a
day or two after this singular occurrence,
when I found an opportunity to see the Gen-
eral alone, I took occasion to boldly make a
proposition to him, As I put the matter in
writing at the time, at his request, (for my
own good, as he in such a kindly way sug-
gested, ) it is proballe that the paper may be
amone the records,

I wanted to go over the river very, very
much,—that goes withontsaying. AsIknew
Geno was in the honse, the roof and one cor-
ner of which I could see, I made almost a

o
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daily pilgrimage to the Lacey House, and
sat there on my horse by the bour, hoping
and praying that it might be that she or
some of the family wounld recognize me,

When I made beold to persoually address
Gen. Burnside, T am afraid that I began in
a rather nervons voice and manner to un-
fold my plan of going into Gen. Lee's lines
again. At first he looked at me a little in-
eredulously, then as he recognized me as
being one of the telegraph and signal men
about his headguarters, he said :

“Why, my dear boy, I couldn’t send you
on such an errand as that.,”

But I persisted, and {o assore him further
I told him I had been there before, and
wasn't afraid to go again.

“You surprise me,” said the General geni-
ally. “Come into my room and Ill talk it
over a little.”

I followed him into his room, where we
found at least half a dozen officers already
gathered ; indeed, there was always a crowd
of them around headquarters. While Gen.
Burnside greeted them cordially, I stood at
attention, at a respectful distance, in one
corner of the room, where I was wholly an-
observed.

While waiting for the General to clear up
the business with his eallers,—which, by the
way, seemed to me a long, long while,—I
heard, among others, one little story that I
do not think bas ever been printed.

Some oflicers were guietly diseussing the
recent battle; indeed, this was asubject that
would not down. It seemed asif the ghosts

of the thousands of dead soldiers who were
glaughtered before Marye's Highths and at
the pontoons were haunting the memories
of our Generals.
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ltheir tha =% duty at the pontoons sse
almost fc E 0. though thewv s=n "+t ag
| numeror =  these who charged ap the
| hights. S | ome of the oficers whom I
heard ts -~ on the subject that day was,

to my ming uhen, quite an erdinary-looking
| man. He was s little bit stoop-shouldered;
! at least his careless, loose dress gave him that
| appearance, while with his muddy boots and

spectaclea and generaily-unsoldieriy bearing,

he gave me the impression that he whs &
| Brigade Sargeon. Another of the cfficers,
speaking of the failare of the army, wmade
some remark ahout tha left net doing its
share. At this the Surgeon jerked up his
head and his eves showed fire through Lis
spectacles, as he sald:

“I want yon to understand that my divis.
ion on the left broke Jackson"s line in our
charge, and if we had been snstained the
result wonld have been different.”
| There was a good deal more of this sort of
talk, pro and con, to which I paid no ate
tention at the time, beeansa it zeemed as if
everybody that I heard speak was expinin-

INTEEVIEW WITH GEN.

CRXSIDE
ing something or acading fanit with another,
and it of course became tiresome. There
was lots of this sort of thing arcund head-
guarters which we on the ountsile over-
heard.

Oupe little cireumstance indelibly impressed
this one man’s talk on my mind at the time.
Holding up his battered old sloucted bat,
and sticking his bony finger through a bullet-
bolec in the crown, he said, inreply to a sag-
gestion that “ there was no enemy in frontof
him as there was at Marye's Hights "

“ [ found it hot enough in my froat”

After he left I asked who the doctor was,
The man on duty at the door looked at me with
disgust as he said:

“That's no damned doctor, man; dou't you
know Gen. Monde? ™

That was my introduction to the futare
commauder of the army, and [ put it o» paper
here now that Meade's Division of the old
Sixth Corps made a charge at Fredericisbarg
on Jackson's 30,000 men (the best pasition of
the rebely, because higher and mere precigitens
than Marys's Hights) that cqualed that of
Pickett at Gettysburg, yet we aever beur the
survivers blow of iz

I had a much longerwait for my epportunity
to taik with Gen. Burnside alene on this busi-
ness than the reader has in reading this story.

I mwight tell some other secrets tha: 1 over-
heard that day while Iying arcund hesdquar-
ters. My ears werealways as wide open 28 the
grnverhial little pitcher’s, and besides, which [

ad been in training so much nuder similar
circumstances in the rebel country that I could
searcely help picking up everything thag
dropped in my bearing or sight.

However, at lust they were all gone, excapt-
ing the Adjutant-Generzl and his clerfs ; thesa
two were busily engaged with some
seated at a long dining-room table thas bad
been drawn out for & desk. After Gen. Born-
gide zuve seme directions abous his esrrespond-
ence to the War Department, he turned to me,
and. taking s chair in each hand, asked me to
sit down, and in a8 courteous a mannper asif L
were a Major-Genera! he began apologiziog for
the delay. He drew his chair right up io frons
of mine, looking we straizht in the eye %= he
said, “ Now, my young (riepd, what ia it that
you propose? ™

As briefly as I conld puat it I explained what
my plan wis—to

OPEN TELEGRAPH COMMUNICATION
from the town of Fredericksburz, inside the
rebel lines, direct with his beadqaarters teles
graph operators. Thisat first glance may seem
to be a wild, visionary scheins, but that it was
entirely feasible [ soon sutisfed Gen. Burnside.

Those who were in the Army of the Potomse
will remember the Signal Telegraph Corps. I
do not mean the Military or Morse Corgs. bnt
the Signel Telezraph Corps. There were twe
distinet orgaunizations doing practieaily the
same character of work in the Army o the Fo-
tomac. As a natural conseqguence, thiese two
army telegraph corps were in a stute of sctive,
bitter warfare agaiust cach other all the time

he Morse Telegraph Corps was a civilian er
non-military affair under Mre, Fekert, who was
located at the War Otlice. Through this facs
and the sinister influcuee of these jealons
Washineton telegraphers they were successfal
in securing Mr. Stanton's hestility to (he srmy
Sigual Telegraph Corps.

signal telegrapi lines that were constracied,
almost as if by magie, on the little 10-foot poles,
which were stretehed along the roads iike
ministure telezraphs, always takiug the abort-
est cuts through the camps

I presume that every corps headguarters was
in immediate telegraph econnection with the
general headquarters, and that the jittis poles
anid gum-insulated wire extended tenll the im-
portant outposts. This telegraph line was nused
in conneection with the flag-and-toreh system.
For instance, from some eclevated position on
the outskirts of our lines, probably a tree-top
or a distant hill, aiways overiocking the ene-
wy’s conntry (which was just aver the river),
wounld Le loeated asignal stativn., Hers wonld
be found a signal ofiicer and hissquad of trained
flag swingers. Thess stations were equipped
with the very best field-glasses aud telessopes
. that were obtainable in this country and in
Enmpﬁ.

The telescope being the larger gluss. would
always be found sapported en a platiorm or
tripod, and osually leveled so 85 to sweep the
enciiy’s country. Each of these stations eov-
ared & designated fleld, equal in extent to £ve
or ten miles. A number of these stations were
arranged so that the entire front, as well as the
rear, if possible, and both flanks of the eneay,
were being minutely inspected every hour of
the day, and any unustal movement of men or
teams was at ouce noted and immedistely re-
ported to headquarters,

The telegraph lines were generally used while
in permanent cumps to convey these reports
back from the front. Bat in case of theirpbeing
disarranged or on the warch, when teiegraphs
could not be operated, the flag-and-torel sys-
ter wus used.

MILITARY TELEGRAPHING,

I will endeavor to more fuily explain the Sag-
and-torch system again, giving the readess
of TuE NatrovarL Trimmuse the code and
some military eciphers to puzzle over dar
ing the long Winter evenings. Those who
have seen these temporary wires will remems
ber that they were apparentiy about the thick-
ness of a lead-pencil, but an examination weald
show thata gum or rubber casing inclosed & vary
thin copper wire. For purpose of insuiation the
best quality of rubber was used, while the wize

And, by the way, the boys who died doing

was of the purest copper. It was made im
Europe to order,and as it was expected thas

Every eld srmy man will remember tha s
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